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God’s Thoughts On:      

 

Faith in Him to provide, protect, save, help in time of need, give significance, be a just Judge, 

comfort, use trials for our good, give wisdom, to reward, bless and give good gifts: 

God as Provider:  Psalm 118:5-9  In my distress I called upon the LORD; the LORD answered me and 

set me in a large place.  The Lord is for me; I will not fear; what can man do to me?  …It is better to take 

refuge in the LORD than to trust in man.  It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in princes. 

 

God as Protection:  Proverbs 18:10 The name of the LORD is a strong tower; The righteous run into it 

and is safe. 

Proverbs 14:26  In the fear of the LORD there is strong confidence, and his children will have refuge. 

 

God uses trials for our good: 
James 1:1-5 Consider trials joy, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance—endurance, 

it‘s perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete lacking nothing. 

 

God the giver of blessing, rewards and good gifts: 

Proverbs 8:17-18 I love those who love me; and those who diligently seek me will find me.  Riches and 

honor are with me, enduring wealth and righteousness.  My fruit is better than gold, even pure gold, and 

my yield than choicest silver, I walk in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of justice, to 

endow those who love me with wealth, that I may fill their treasuries. 

Proverbs 16:20  He who gives attention to the word shall find good, and blessed is he who trusts in the 

Lord.   

James 1:16-17 Do not be deceived, my brethren.  Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is 

from above coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.   

Acts 17:24-26 The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, 

does not dwell in temples made with hands; neither is He served by human hands, as though He needed 

anything, since He Himself gives to all life and breath and all things; and He made from one, every nation 

of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times, and the 

boundaries of their habitation… 

 

God, the Just Judge:   
James 4:12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy 

 

The God of All Comfort:  

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 

God of all comfort; who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to comfort those who are 

in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 

 

Who Are Scriptures Directed Toward? 

 

Role of Government 

 

 

Role of Church 

 

 

Role of Individual 
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Sin/Fallen Nature of Humans/God’s Righteous Judgment 

Ephesians 2:1-3-Dead in sin, lived according to Satan‘s lies, lived in lust of flesh and mind, by nature 

children of wrath. (Before faith in Christ) 

Ephesians 4:17-20-Gentiles walk in futility of mind, darkened in understanding, excluded from God‘s 

life, ignorant and hard hearted toward God (Before faith in Christ). 

Ephesians 5:5-15 No immoral, impure or covetous person (idolaters) has an inheritance in the kingdom of 

Christ and God, because of these the wrath of God will come, darkness of lost compared with fruit of 

light, righteous need to expose deeds of darkness. 

Colossians 1:13-14  Humans under domain of darkness (before Christ delivers those who have faith) 

Romans 3:10-19 All the World Guilty before God—None righteous, none who have true understanding, 

none who seek for God (on their own), all have turned away, together have become useless, none who 

does good (apart from God being at work in them), people deceive, curse and are bitter, swift to shed 

blood, destruction and misery in their path, have no peace or fear of God. 

Romans 3:23  All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God 

Romans 6:23 

The wages of sin is death (but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.) 

Hebrews 9:27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment. 

Satan/Dominion of Darkness/Blinding People 

(See above) 

2 Corinthians 4:3-4  god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving 

2 Timothy 2:25-27 (Lord‘s servant must be able to teach, patient when wronged, gently correcting those 

in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth and they 

may come to their senses) AND escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do 

his will. 

Ephesians 6:10-13 devil schemes, his powers and the dark world forces inspired by him, the spiritual 

forces of wickedness war against the saints of God and the people of the world (but they don‘t know it.) 

James 4:7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 

 

Salvation through Jesus alone/ Faith and Good News 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 

Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life. 

John 8:12  Jesus said, ―I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but 

shall have the light of life.‖ 

John 14:6 Jesus said, ―I am the Way and the Truth and the Life.  No man comes to the Father except 

through me.‖ 

Acts 4:12 And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been 

given among men, by which we mush be saved.‖ 

 

How Humans Should Treat Humans—Especially How Christians should treat others 

See the “One Another”verses 

Proverbs 3:27-29 Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to do it.  

Do not say to your neighbor, ―Go, and come back, and tomorrow I will give it,‖ when you have it with 

you.  Do not devise harm against your neighbor, while he lives in security beside you. 

Leviticus 19:18 ‗You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but 

you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD.  

Mark 12:31 You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

   

 

GOD’S LAWS 
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Mark 12:29-30 Jesus answered, ―The foremost is, ‗Hear O Israel! The Lord our God is one Lord; and you 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with 

all your strength. The second is like it, ―You shall love your neighbor as yourself.‖ There is no 

commandment greater than these.‖ 

 

Instruction To Saints:  

Romans 13:8-10 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another, loving neighbor fulfils law-you shall 

not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not covet… Love does no wrong 

to a neighbor. 

 

Command to all Noah‘s descendants: 

Genesis 9:1-7  Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. Don‘t eat flesh with lifeblood still in it.  

Whoever sheds man‘s blood, by man his blood shall be shed, for in the image of God He made man.—

(Don‘t murder) 

 

To All Men:  How NOT to be, but how we are apart from Christ-- 

Romans 1:18-2:16 The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 

of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what is known about God is evident within 

them; for God made it evident to them.  For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His 

eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen… so that they are without excuse….They did not 

give thanks, foolish hearts darkened, worshiped idols instead of God, God gave them over to their lusts, 

homosexuality flourished, gave them over to depraved mind, did things not proper, filled with all 

unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil, envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice, gossip, slanderers, haters of 

God, insolent , arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, 

untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; AND although they know the ordinance of God, that those who 

practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those 

who practice them. …. 2:6 God will render to every man according to his deeds… 

 

Commands to Gentile Christians: 

Acts 15:29  abstain from things sacrificed to idols and from blood and from things strangled and from 

fornication, if you keep yourselves free from such things you will do well. 

 

 

Love/Forgiveness 

Mark 12:31 You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

Ephesians 4:30-32  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption.  Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along 

with all malice.  And be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving each other just as God in Christ 

also has forgiven you. 

 

Removing Enmity between People 

Eph. 2: 11-19 Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are called Uncircumcision 

by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands— that at that time you were without Christ, 

being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no 

hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought 

near by the blood of Christ.  For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down 

the middle wall of separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments 

contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, and 

that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the 

enmity.  And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near.  For 
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through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.  Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers 

and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 

Purpose of Work/True Rewarder of Work 

Work was part of God‘s blessing and plan for people from the beginning--Genesis 1:28 And God blessed 

them; and God said to them, ―Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the 

fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.‖ 

God created the earth to be inhabited and worked by people--Genesis 2:5  Now no shrub of the field was 

yet in the earth, and no plant of the field had yet sprouted, for the LORD God had not sent rain upon the 

earth; and there was no man to cultivate the ground.  

 

Work was given to man in paradise--Gen. 2:15 (After God made the garden of Eden) Then the LORD 

God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. 

Gen. 3:17-19 Work was made more difficult as a consequence of sin. 

 

Eph. 6:5-9 Slaves are to obey their masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling in the sincerity 

of their hearts, as to Christ—not as men pleasers, not just while the master is watching, but from the heart 

as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.  With good will render service to the Lord, and 

not to men, knowing that whatever good thing each on does, this he will receive back from the Lord, 

whether slave of free. 

 

Colossians 3:23-26  Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men; 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.  It is the Lord Christ whom 

you serve.  For he who does wrong will receive the consequence of the wrong which he has done, and that 

without partiality. 

 

Wealth Honestly Gained/Personal Responsibility 

Proverbs 12:11 He who tills his land will have plenty of  bread, but he who pursues vain things lacks 

sense. 

Proverbs 13:4 The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, but the soul of the diligent is made fat. (is 

fully satisfied) 

Proverbs 13:11 Wealth obtained by fraud dwindles, but the one who gathers by labor increases it. 

 

Earning a Wage for Work Done (Not evil, but biblical) 

Matthew 20:1-16 Jesus spoke this parable-- For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 

early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard and when he had agreed with the laborers for a 

denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard, and he went out about the third hour and saw others 

standing idle in the market place; and to those he said, ―You too go into the vineyard and whatever is right 

I will give you,‖ and so they went…  Then when he went to pay them, the landowner chose to pay the 

men who had only worked one hour the same pay as the one who worked all day.  And the ones who 

worked all day grumbled saying, ―These last men have worked only one hour and you have made them 

equal to us who have borne the burden and the scorching heat of the day.‘ ―But he answered and said to 

one of them, ‗Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what is 

yours and go your way, but I wish to give to this last man the same as to you.  Is it not lawful for me to do 

what I wish with what is my own?  Or is your eye envious because I am generous?  Thus, the last shall be 

first, and the first, last.‖ 

 

Romans 4:4-5 Now to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as a favor, but as what is due.  But do 

the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as 

righteousness. 
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Romans 6:23  But the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

 

Principle of Sowing and Reaping/Principle of being rewarded for faithfulness & punishment or 

consequence for unfaithfulness/God is fair but does not treat everyone identically— 

 

Matthew 25—Parable of the Talents—The Master gives different number of talents to different people 

and expects each one to be faithful with whatever he has been given.  He wants a good return on what 

he‘s left them in charge of.  Two of the servants do well and get more, but the one who had little and 

thought that the master was cruel and exacting and ―reaping where he did  not sow and gathering where 

he scattered no seed.‖ Was called wicked and lazy and his one was taken from him and he was punished 

eternally.  Jesus then goes on to talk about the final judgment right after telling this parable.    Those who 

give generously and have faith are blessed, those who did not care for others, or give are damned. 

 

Romans 2:5-6 The righteous judgment of God, who will render to every man according to his deeds…. 

 

Romans 6:23  But the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:8-23, 4:5  Each person will be rewarded based on his own labor by God‘s grace for it is 

God who causes the growth.  No one can lay a foundation other than the one in Christ.  IF anyone builds 

on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man‘s work will become 

evident; for the day will show it because  it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the 

quality of each man‘s work.  If any man‘s work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a 

reward.  …For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but the one who 

examines me is the Lord.   

 

Colossians 3:23-26  Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men; 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.  It is the Lord Christ whom 

you serve.  For he who does wrong will receive the consequence of the wrong which he has done, and that 

without partiality. 

 

Galatians 6:2-9 

Bear one another‘s burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ (esp. when their burdens are too big to bear 

alone) …For each one shall bear his own load. (cargo, daily toil).  Let each one examine his own work 

and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another…Do not 

be deceived,, Bod is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  For the one who sows 

to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the 

Spirit reap eternal life.  And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not 

grow weary. 

 

 

Righteousness 

Proverbs 11:11 By the blessing of the upright a city is exalted, but by the mouth of the wicked it is torn 

down. 

James 4:17 Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do, and does not do it, to him it is sin. 

 

 

Fairness/Justice 

Proverbs 11:1 A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, but a just weight is His delight. 
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James 5:1-6 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you…It is in 

the last days that you have stored up your treasure!  Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your 

fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the 

harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.  You have lived luxuriously on earth and led a life 

of wanton pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.  You have condemned and put to 

death the righteous man; he does not resist you.   

 

Righteous Business Practices 

Leviticus 25:14&17 If you make a sale, moreover, to your friend, or buy from your friend‘s hand, you 

shall not wrong one another…So you shall not wrong one another, but you shall fear your God; for I am 

the LORD your God.  You shall thus observe My statures and keep My judgments, so as to carry them 

out, that you may live securely on the land. 

 

Proverbs 11:1 A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, but a just weight is His delight. 

Proverbs 11:25-26 The generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters will himself be watered.  He 

who withholds grain, the people will curse him, but blessing will be on the head of him who sells it. 

 

Matthew 20:13-16 ‗Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take 

what is yours and go your way, but I wish to give to this last man the same as to you.  Is it not lawful for 

me to do what I wish with what is my own?  Or is your eye envious because I am generous?  Thus, the 

last shall be first, and the first, last.‖ 

 

Helping Those in Need 

 

God‘s Welfare Program that worked-Leviticus 25  The Sabbatic year and Year of Jubilee—vs 1-13Every 

7
th

 year the land and vineyards and animals to get rest and every 49 years the 50
th

 year is to be a year 

when Israel was to return to their own property and their own family, not sow or reap the aftergrowth,.  

They would eat the crops of the field. Vs.14-17 Business is to be done fairly.  Vs.18-22 If they keep these 

commanded practices God will so bless them on the sixth year that their harvest will last them for three 

years so they will not lack on the Sabbatic year.  Vs.23-34 If a property has been sold and the one who 

sold it or his relative does not have the means to redeem the land, ―then what he has sold shall remain in 

the hands of its purchaser until the year of jubilee; but at the jubilee it shall revert, that he may return to 

his property.‖—Except if the property is on the wall of a city.  If it is not redeemed with in a year of it 

being sold, then it does not revert back even in the jubilee.  Houses in villages that don‘t have a 

surrounding wall however would revert back in the year of Jubilee.  Vs. 35-46 If a countryman becomes 

poor and unable to pay you back you are to sustain him, like a stranger or a sojourner, that he may live 

with you.  Do not charge him usurious interest, but revere your God, that your countryman may live with 

you.  You shall not give him money or food with interest, for God delivered them from Egypt and gave 

them the land of Canaan.  If he is so poor that he sells himself to you, you are not to treat him as a slave, 

but as a hired man and in the year of Jubilee he shall go free, he and his sons with him and return to his 

family.  For these are God‘s servants and not to be sold in a slave sale.  Also, you shall not rule over him 

with severity, but are to revere your God.  A stranger or sojourner can be redeemed by one of his family 

members as well, but for a price like that of a hired man. 

 

Deuteronomy 15:1-15  At the end of seven years debts are to be forgiven.  Every creditor shall release 

what he has loaned to his neighbor, he shall not exact it of his neighbor and his brother because the 

LORD‘s remission has been proclaimed.  From a foreigner you may exact, but not to your brother.  There 

shall be no poor among you since the LORD will surely bless you in the land which the LORD your God 

is giving you.  If only you listen and obey the voice of the Lord your God…For the LORD your God shall 

bless you as He has promised you, and you will lend to many nations, but you will not borrow and you 
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will rule over many nations, but they will not rule over you.  IF there is a poor man with you, one of your 

brothers, in any of your towns in your land which the LORD your God is giving you, you shall  not 

harden your heart, nor close your hand from your poor brother; but you shall freely open you hand to him 

and shall generously lend him sufficient for his need in whatever he lacks.  Beware, lest there is a base 

thought in you heart and you hold back help because you think jubilee is near, then he may cry to the 

LORD against you, and it will be a sin in you.  You shall generously give to him, and your heart shall not 

be grieved when you give to him, because for this thing the LORD your God will bless you in all your 

work and in all your undertakings.  For the poor will never cease to be in the land; therefore I command 

you saying, ‗ You shall freely open your hand to your brother, to your needy and poor in your land.‘ 

 

Isaiah 58:6-12  The Lord desires this kind of fast: to loosen the bonds of wickedness, to undo the bands of 

the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, to break every yoke.  To divide your bread with the hungry, and 

bring the homeless poor into the house; when you see the naked to cover him, and not to hide yourself 

from your own family.  Then there is great reward! 

 

Proverbs 19:17 He who is gracious to a poor man lends to the LORD, and He will repay him for his good 

deed. 

James 2:14-17  What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but he has no works?  Can that 

faith save him?  If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you says to 

them, ―Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,‖ and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their 

body, what use is that?  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 

 

Oppression of poor, weak, widowed, orphaned 

Exodus 3:7 And the LORD said, ―I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and 

have given heed to their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am aware of their sufferings…And in time 

he delivered them through sending Moses and equipping him supernaturally. 

Proverbs 14:31 He who oppresses the poor reproaches his Maker, but he who is gracious to the needy 

honors Him. 

James 1:27 This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, to visit (to give to) 

orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

 

Injustice 

See 1 Samuel 1-2:11 Hannah was treated unjustly by Peninah and endured it with tears and emotional 

turmoil.  When she cried out to God, He granted her the desire of her heart and she was given a son, 

whom she dedicated to the Lord.  Her song of thanksgiving gives assurance to those who are oppressed 

and mistreated.  God sees, cares and will act on their behalf when they call on Him.  He is sovereign and 

judges the earth with justice. 

―My heart exults in the LORD; My horn is exalted in the LORD, my mouth speaks boldly against my 

enemies, because I rejoice in Thy salvation, ―There is no on holy like the LORD, indeed , there is no one 

besides Thee, nor is there any rock like our God.  Boas no more so very proudly, do not let arrogance 

come out of your mouth; for the LORD is a God of knowledge, and with Him actions are weighed.  The 

bows of the mighty are shattered, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full hire themselves 

out for bread, but those who were hungry cease to hunger.  Even the barren gives birth to seven, but she 

who has many children languishes.  The LORD kills and makes alive; He brings down to Sheol and raises 

up.  The LORD makes poor and rich; He brings low, and He also exalts.  He raises the poor from the dust, 

He lifts the needy from the ash heap to make them sit with nobles, and inherit a seat of honor; for the 

pillars of the earth are the LORD‘s, and He set the world on them.  He keeps the feet of His godly ones, 

but the wicked ones are silenced in darkness; for not by might shall a man prevail.  Those who contend 

with the LORD will be shattered; against them He will thunder in the heavens, the LORD will judge the 

ends of the earth; and He will give strength to His king, and will exalt the horn of His anointed.‖ 
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Revenge 

Romans 12:17-21 ―Never pay back evil for evil to anyone.  Respect what is right in the sight of all men.  

If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.  Never take your own revenge, beloved, 

but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, ―Vengeance is mine, I will repay,‖ says the Lord.  

―But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will 

heap burning coals upon his head.‖  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

1 Samuel 25 David plans to take his own revenge against Nabal who had insulted him and his men.  

Abigail intercedes, bearing gifts and David‘s heart is softened and he repents. ―Now therefore, my lord, as 

the Lord lives, and as your soul lives since the Lord has restrained you from shedding blood and from 

avenging yourself by your own hand, now then, let your enemies and those who seek evil against my lord, 

be as Nabal.  …And should anyone rise up to pursue you and to seek your life, then the life of my lord 

shall be bound in the bundle of the living with the Lord your God; but the lives of your enemies He will 

sling out as from the hollow of a sling.  And it shall come about when the Lord shall do for my lord 

according to all the good that He has spoken concerning you, and shall appoint you ruler over Israel, that 

this will not cause grief or a troubled heart to my lord, both by having shed blood without cause and by 

my lord, having avenged himself.  When the Lord shall deal well with my lord, then remember your 

maidservant.  Then David said to Abigail, ―Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who sent you this day to 

meet me…As the Lord God of Israel lives, who has restrained me from harming you, unless you ad come 

quickly to meet me, surely there would not have been left to Nabal until the morning light as much as one 

male.‖….And about ten days later, it happened that the Lord struck Nabal, and he died. 

 

Cruelty/Violence vs. Mercy/Compassion 

Proverbs 11:16-17 A gracious woman attains honor, and violent men attain riches.  The merciful man 

does himself good, but the cruel man does himself harm. 

James 2:8,12-13 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law, according to the Scripture, ―You shall Love 

Your neighbor as yourself,‖ you are doing well.  …   So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged 

by the law of liberty.  For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs 

over judgment. 

 

Selfishness & Greed (Hoarding) vs. Generosity 

Proverbs 11:6 The righteousness of the upright will deliver them, but the treacherous will be caught by 

their own greed.  

Proverbs 11:16-17 A gracious woman attains honor, and violent men attain riches. The merciful man does 

himself good, but the cruel man does himself harm. 

Proverbs 11:25-26 The generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters will himself be watered.  He 

who withholds grain, the people will curse him, but blessing will be on the head of him who sells it. 

James 4:1-3 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you?  Is not the source your pleasures that 

wage war in your members?  You lust and do not have; so you commit murder.  And you are envious and 

cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel.   You do not have because you do not ask.  You ask and do not 

receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope 

on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.  Instruct them to 

do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves the 

treasure of a good foundation for the futures, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.  

Luke 12:16-34 The rich man who is self-reliant tears down his old barns to build new ones for all his 

crops, saying, ―Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take you ease, eat, drink and 

be merry.‖ But God said to him, ―You fool!  This very night your soul is required of you; and now who 

will own what you have prepared:‖  So is the man who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
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God.‖---God is the one who ordains each day of our lives, the One who provides garments for the fields 

and for kings, and me, He says, ―For all these things the nations of the world eagerly seek; but your Father 

knows that you need these things.  But seek for His kingdom and these things shall be added to you, ―Do 

not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom.  Sell your 

possessions and give to charity; make yourselves purses which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 

heaven, where no thief comes near, nor moth destroys.‖ 

 

Matthew 25—Parable of the Talents—The Master gives different number of talents to different people 

and expects each one to be faithful with whatever he has been given.  He wants a good return on what 

he‘s left them in charge of.  Two of the servants do well and get more, but the one who had little and 

thought that the master was cruel and exacting and ―reaping where he did  not sow and gathering where 

he scattered no seed.‖ Was called wicked and lazy and his one was taken from him and he was punished 

eternally.  Jesus then goes on to talk about the final judgment right after telling this parable.    Those who 

give generously and have faith are blessed, those who did not care for others, or give are damned. 

 

Envy/Demanding One’s “fair share” 

Luke 12:13-15  And someone in the crowd said to Him, ―Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 

inheritance with me.‖  But He said to him, ―Man, who appointed Me a judge and arbitrator over you?‖  

And He said to them, ―Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one 

has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.‖ 

 

Matthew 20:13-16 ‗Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take 

what is yours and go your way, but I wish to give to this last man the same as to you.  Is it not lawful for 

me to do what I wish with what is my own?  Or is your eye envious because I am generous?  Thus, the 

last shall be first, and the first, last.‖ 

 

 

Instructions for Poor 

 

Proverbs 18:23 The poor man utters supplications, but the rich man answers roughly. 

 

Proverbs 19:22 What is desirable in a man is his kindness, and it is better to be a poor man than a liar. 

 

Proverbs 17:1  Better is a dry morsel and quietness with it than a house full of feasting with strife. 

 

Proverbs 15:16 Better is a little with the fear of the Lord, than great treasure and turmoil with it. 

Philippians 4:11-20  I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.  I know how to get 

along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I 

have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.  I 

can do all things through Him who strengthens me. …But (from the church‘s generosity) Paul received 

everything in full and had an abundance.  He was amply supplied having received their gift.  And he says, 

―my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.‖ 

 

James 1:9-12 Let the brother of humble circumstances glory in his high position…Blessed is a man who 

perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord 

has promised to those who love Him. 

 

James 2:5 God chose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He 

promised to those who love him. 
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Instructions/Warnings for Rich/Misuse of Riches—Eternal Consequences 

 

Proverbs 11:4 Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death.   

 

Proverbs 11:18 The wicked earns deceptive wages, but he who sows righteousness gets a true reward. 

 

Proverbs 11:28 He who trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will flourish like the green leaf. 

 

Luke 16:19-31 The Rich Man and Lazarus—The rich man lived luxuriously and stepped over Lazarus at 

his doorstep every day without helping him at all.  When they both died, the rich man was tormented in 

Hades and cried out for mercy, but Abraham told him, ―Child, remember that during your life you 

received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here and you 

are in agony.‖… then the rich man begged Abraham to send someone to his relatives to warn them, but 

Abraham said they have Moses and the Prophets and if they don‘t repent because of their word, not even 

someone rising from the dead would convince them to repent. 

 

Colossians 3:23-26  Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men; 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.  It is the Lord Christ whom 

you serve.  For he who does wrong will receive the consequence of the wrong which he has done, and that 

without partiality. 

 

James 1:10-11 Let the rich man glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away.  

For the sun rises with a scorching wind and withers the grass; and its flower falls off, and the beauty of its 

appearance is destroyed; so too  the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away. 

 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope 

on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.  Instruct them to 

do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves the 

treasure of a good foundation for the futures, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.  

 

1Timothy 6:9-11  But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and 

harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all sorts of 

evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a 

pang.  But flee from these things, you man of God; and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 

perseverance and gentleness. 

 

James 5:1-6 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you…It is in 

the last days that you have stored up your treasure!  Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your 

fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the 

harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.  You have lived luxuriously on earth and led a life 

of wanton pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.  You have condemned and put to 

death the righteous man; he does not resist you.   

 

Revelation 17-18  esp. 17:2-7 ―Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!  And she has become a dwelling place 

of demons and a prison of every unclean spirit, and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird.  For all the 

nations have drunk of the wine of the passion of her immorality, and the kings of the earth have 

committed acts of immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich by the wealth of 

her sensuality (or the power of her luxury).‖  ―Come out of her, my people, that you may not participate in 

her sins and that you may not receive of her plagues; for her sins have piled up as high as heaven, and 

God has remembered her iniquities.  Pay her back even as she has paid…To the degree that she glorified 
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herself and lived sensuously, to the same degree give her torment and mourning; for she says in her heart, 

―I sit as a queen and I am not a widow, and will never see mourning…‖ 

 

Totalitarianism/One World Govt. (Ultimate Totalitarianism) 

See Tower of Babel 

See Nebuchadnezzar‘s reign/humbling in Daniel 

Revelation 13:11-18, 14:9-13, 20:4  (The Anti-Christ, those who worship the beast and those who do not)  

And he makes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast whose fatal wound was 

healed….he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the sign which it was given him to perform 

in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on earth  to make an image to the beast who had the 

wound of the sword and has come to life.  And there was given to him to give breath to the image… that 

the image might even speak and cause as many as do not worship the image of the beast to be killed.  And 

he causes all, the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the free men and the slaves, to be 

given a mark on their right hand or on their forehead, and he provides that no one should be able to buy or 

to sell, except the one who has the mark, either the name or the number of his name.  Here is wisdom.  Let 

him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast for the number is that of a man, and his 

number is six hundred sixty-six. … 14:9-10 And another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a 

loud voice, ―If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or upon his 

hand he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His 

anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the 

presence of the Lamb….Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and 

their faith in Jesus…Revelation 20:4 And I saw thrones and they sat upon them and judgment was given 

to them.  And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the word of God, and those who 

had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon 

their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 

 

Propaganda 

Proverbs 18:17 The first to plead his case seems just, until another comes and examines him. 

Proverbs 19:28 A rascally witness makes a mockery of justice, and the mouth of the wicked spreads 

iniquity. 

 

 

Nations/National Borders 

Genesis 9:1, 10:5,20, 31-32 & 11:1-9 –Sons of Noah, Tower of Babel, Dispersion of Nations 

Noah‘s decendents are told to be fruitful and multiply and to fill the earth…out of these the nations were 

separated on the earth after the flood.  Now the whole earth used the same language and the same words.  

And they journeyed east and settled there.  They made a plan to make a name for themselves and reach 

heaven.  God came down and saw what they were doing and he confused their language that they 

wouldn‘t be able to understand one another.  So the Lord scattered them aboraod from there over the face 

of the whole earth; and they stopped building the city.  Therefore its name was called Babel, because there 

the Lord confused the language of the whole earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over 

the face of the whole earth.   

Proverbs 14:34 Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people. 

Acts 17:24-26 The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, 

does not dwell in temples made with hands; neither is He served by human hands, as though He needed 

anything, since He Himself gives to all life and breath and all things; and He made from one, every nation 

of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times, and the 

boundaries of their habitation… 
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Eternal Rewards/Heaven 

Proverbs 14:32 The wicked is thrust down by his wrongdoing, but the righteous has a refuge when he 

dies. 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope 

on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.  Instruct them to 

do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves the 

treasure of a good foundation for the futures, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.  

 

James 2:5 God chose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He 

promised to those who love him. 

 

 

Self-Defense 

 

 

 

 

10 Commandments 

 

 

Worship 

Exodus 20:3-4 No other God, No graven images 

 

Honoring God and His Name 

 

 

 

Rest 

 

 

 

Marriage/Family/Honoring Parents 

 

Proverbs 19:14  House and wealth are an inheritance from fathers, but a prudent wife is from the LORD. 

 

 

 

 

False Witness vs. Truth 

Proverbs 12:22 lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, but those who deal faithfully are His delight. 

Proverbs 14:25 A truthful witness saves lives, but he who speaks lies is treacherous. 

 

Intrinsic Value of Human Beings 

 

Genesis 1:26-27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and 

female He created them. 

 

Genesis 9:1-7  Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. Don‘t eat flesh with lifeblood still in it.  

Whoever sheds man‘s blood, by man his blood shall be shed, for in the image of God He made man.— 
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Honoring Private Property vs. Stealing 

 

Proverbs 19:14  House and wealth are an inheritance from fathers, but a prudent wife is from the LORD. 

 

 

 

 

Contentment vs. Greed/Covetousness 

James 4:1-3 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you?  Is not the source your pleasures that 

wage war in your members?  You lust and do not have; so you commit murder.  And you are envious and 

cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel.   You do not have because you do not ask.  You ask and do not 

receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

1Timothy 6:6-8 But godliness actually is a means of great gain, when accompanied by contentment.  For 

we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.  And if we have food 

and covering, with these we shall be content. 

 

Private Property/Stewardship 

Leviticus 25:23-24 ―The land, moreover, shall not be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; for you are 

but aliens and sojourners with Me.  Thus for every piece of your property, you are to provide for the 

redemption of the land. 

 

Matthew 20:13-16 ‗Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take 

what is yours and go your way, but I wish to give to this last man the same as to you.  Is it not lawful for 

me to do what I wish with what is my own?  Or is your eye envious because I am generous?  Thus, the 

last shall be first, and the first, last.‖ 

 

Acts 5:3-4 But Peter said, ―Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep 

back some of the price of the land?  While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own?  And after it 

was sold, was it not under your control?   

 

Communal Living in Scripture Examined 

Acts 4:32-5:12  And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of 

them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own; but all things were common property  to 

them….for there was not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would 

sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales and lay them at the apostles‘ feet, and they would be 

distributed to each, as any had need.  … But a certain man named Ananias with his wife Sapphira, sold a 

piece of property, and kept back some of the price for himself, with his wife‘s full knowledge, and brining 

a portion of it, he laid it at the apostles feet.  But Peter said, ―Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to 

lie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back some of the price of the land?  While it remained unsold, did it not 

remain your own?  And after it was sold, was it not under your control?  Why is it that you have 

conceived this deed in your heart?  You have not lied to men, but to God.‖ 

Questions to ask—Was private property forbidden? Was the sale of one’s property voluntary or 

forced?  Was private property and an owner’s control over their property asserted to be proper?  

Was this the whole church or only the church at Jerusalem?  What happened to this church later 

when a famine struck Jerusalem?  Is the sharing of 2 Cor. 8-9 forced or voluntary?  Directed to the 

church or the State?   

 

Pride/Arrogance 
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Judgment of the Wicked/Wickedness 

Proverbs 12:7 The wicked are overthrown and are no more, but the house of the righteous will stand. 

 

Proverbs 14:32 The wicked is thrust down by his wrongdoing, but the righteous has a refuge when he 

dies. 

 

 

The Godless 

Proverbs 11:9 With his mouth the godless man destroys his neighbor, but through knowledge the 

righteous will be delivered. 

 

The Fear of the Lord 

Proverbs 9:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is 

understanding. 

Proverbs 14:26 The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, that one may avoid the snares of death. 

 


